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Faded mural on wall of municipal building in Riomaggiori 


April 2023. 


Lynn and | took a jam-packed short break in April. Flying from Heathrow to Pisa we then took the shuttle called 
Pizmover (no comments please) to the main station where we took the train to La Spezia, and then yet another 
train to Riomaggiore. Despite contrary weather forecasts the weather was fantastic all the time. We didn't really 
know what to expect but Riomaggiore is a village and commune in the province of La Spezia, situated in a small valley in 
the Liguria region of Italy. It is the first of the Cinque Terre one meets when travelling north from La Spezia. And boy, is it 
hilly. A pedestrian tunnel through the rocks led us into a the bottom of a steep street with steps down to the marina and 
many, many steps up to the café where we met Andrea in a really buzzy café/boulangerie. She showed us up yet more 
steep steps through tiny passages to Sailors Rest. (which was an original fisherman’s home) this was our accommodation for 
our short stay. No way would we have found it unguided. Inside the door we were greeted by steps down to the delightful 
small lounge with steps up (again) to a large bed that we found hilarious. It almost required crampons and full climbing 
gear prior to bedding down for the night . Falling out of bed would have required emergency services to be called.. 


Rising early each day we enjoyed those fantastic hot croissant (plain and filled with cream or jam) which arrived constantly 
from the bakehouse and was the reason that everyone congregated there. We hit gold with our choice. 


The Cinque Terre villages are connected by paths in varying degrees of difficulty and landslides had closed some of these 
paths. (called SVA paths) and we opted for a lower valley walk one day...which again was a fantastic choice and we were 
alone all the way. | think | will now add the selected photos to illustrate what we both really enjoyed and give a bit of back- 
ground as | enter the photos. 


Planning the location, connecting trains and accommodation have become a really fun part of our breaks and holidays and 
especially when it all works out, like this time, we totally enjoy the experience. Even if things go wrong, so be it...we’re on 
holiday and that’s part of the fun. We are aware that other folk would hate this type of holiday and like to have it all organ- 


ised by professionals and we fully appreciate that viewpoint too. 


Anyway...on with 
our mini break.. 


The tunnel 
through the rocks 
from the station 


Yes...more steps up to 


our bed 
A location not ideal = 
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for the less mobile 
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Photo History 


La Spezia Centrale station where we 
changed trains 


The long tunnel through the 
rocks from Riomaggiore sta- 


tion into the village 
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Lynn relaxing on 
our fabulous 
terrace with 
such a great 
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view 
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Photo History 


Good use 


for a redun- 
dant olive 
press 


Steps, steps and 
more steps..the 
price one pays for 
those great views 
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A short train ride to Manarola the 
closest Cinque Terre village 
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The Cinque Terre is considered nicer than 


the Amalfi coast but less accessible (but , 
obviously this is a matter of personal choice) e 


Lynn and! walked along one of the many paths above Manarola which snaked through vineyards and very small 

terraced plots where wonderful lemon trees and flowers were all around us. As we climbed up, the views to the 

town below were very special and then the path went round the headland and we could see to Corniglia. These 
were all originally fortified villages with only small paths connecting them 
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Looking down on the village 
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Corniglia in the distance 
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A wonderful menu in a delightful 


hilltop restaurant 
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Cones of fried anchovies and sweet potatoes...wow! 


Photo History 


ye 
' 
Sean )/ 


Photo History 


This cogged rail snaked through the terraced vine- 


yard so we had to find out what its purpose was 


Quite a distance away, at the top of the hill we 
found this seated motorised contraption that 
received the grapes and chugged its way to the 
collection point at the distant road. 


We certainly wouldn’t fancy sitting in that seat 


Photo History 


A beautiful fading mural on a 


high path on an old building 
under restoration 


A great place for our 
late night coffee 
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With such narrow streets, passages 
and houses built so closely together 
one forgets how difficult everyday 


tasks such as roofing must become. 
This high —up roof demanded 
scaffolding from a narrow passage 
that must have been a nightmare to 


erect 


On our return we flew from Pisa 
and enjoyed a day there too 
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BAAN c 
g monastery is first mentioned as a 


galleries, The aisles are divided by columns 


When we realise how great the 


Thames paths in London are 

now, we feel that the Arno in 
Pisa (and Florence) could be 
much more accessible too) 


The church and the adjolnen 
hapel in 1016. Between 1105. and 1111 the 


dolese monks until suppression of the 
today is the result of transformations, 
ently. The 14 century facade has three 


transformation of an existing ¢ 
buildings belonged to the Camal 
monasteries in 1782. The building 
beginning in the 13" century until rec 


portals, with a Gothic aedicule above the central one, and three orders: of 


with Romanesque capitals, and’ 


then main altar is built over the. 11" or 12% century crypt. 
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Nothing seems straight in Pisa 


Photo History 
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By chance, we entered an area 
where the Mormons required a 


show of hand gestures to allow the 


congregation into the holy place 


Our search for a ‘non-touristy’ Italian restaurant in Pisa proved totally successful 
and mine host (ess) was fantastic (as was the simple food) 
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Chiesa di Santa Maria della Spina 


Small church built in the 1200s 
featuring an ornate gothic facade, 
many statues & a painted ceiling. 


It was built on the 
river level and then 
dismantled and setup 
again at higher level 
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ai Ponte de Mezzo (Bridge over the Arno)) 
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A colourful parade went through the streets ending on the bridge 
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